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Lord Shaftesbury meeting children working in a coal mine. 

Lord Shaftesbury was a politician who attempted to improve children's lives during the Victorian times. At the age of 25, he became a member of Parliament. He began to take an interest in the plight of poor children after reading newspaper reports about labour in industry. 

1833 He proposed that children should work for a maximum of 10 hours a day 

1834 the Factory Act was made law. It was now illegal for children under 9 to be employed in textile factories 

1842 Coal Mines Act 
No child or woman should work underground 

He was also interested in education for working children. He was chairman of the Ragged Schools Union - an organisation that set up over a hundred schools for poor children


Dr Barnardo came to London in 1866 and found children sleeping in the streets and being forced to beg for food. It was in 1867 that he set up the Ragged School and started helping the abused, vulnerable, forgotten and neglected children of East London. 
[image: image2.bmp][image: image3.bmp][image: image4.png]



